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■ Graphs, maps, and data tables are used to ans>»er 
various questions about the elementary, secondary, and higher 
education of the American Indians. AnsUrs to the f Slowing questions 
^i"^"; How many Indian children are in school? Public? 

pSlJfen^S^f^S ?^ J;;^"\?f'"^" «^^^>^ t2) Where. aretS^lndian 
pupils enrolled in the public schools? (3> What is the concentration 
of indxan enrollmont in each state at the^lemenJary, seconl«yf anS 
college levels? (H) How do patterns of "racial isouiion" diffei for 
^^^""^ P^P^^^^ «xten^ are indlan^upiis i^ onl 

rnait^ r^^^i^ "^r^^^^? isolated? (6) what is the coScen?ritLi o? 
Indian enrollment in the. large cities? (7) How well do Tnc??«n t1„^7i«, 

^nr^fiS/^Sf^r'^"^ t«> in^hich sta^l^s 2e tSe S?a puSls 

.enrolled? (9) How many Indians are in college? and nO) where do the 
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THE AMERICAN INDI^IN IN SCHOOL 
Answers to Questions 




ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

* How many Indian children are in school? Public? Private? Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (3IA)? 

* Where are the Ind:;.an pupils enrolled in the public schools? 

* Wiat is the concentration of Indian enrollmenc in each State? 

* How do patterns of "racial isolation" differ for Indian and 
Black pupils? 

* To what extent are Indian pupils in our public schools racially 
isolated? 

* U^at is the concentration of Indian enrollment in the large citi 

* How well do Indian pupils score on achievement tests? 

* In which States are the BIA pupils enrolled? 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

* How many Indians are in college? 

* UTiere do the Indians go to college? 



* What is the concentration of Indian enrollment in the States? 



CAUTIONS IN INTERPRETING THE DATA 
Estimates of me number of Indian pupils, available from the Department 
of the Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare's Office for Civil Rights, differ because of varying 
coverage of the surveys for different intended uses of the data. 

Program statistics compiled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs recognized a 
population of 134,000 Indian students in local public schools in fiscal year 
1971, while the Office for Civil Rights, DHEW. monitoring compliance under 
title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 196^, reported from a national survey that 
63,000 more than that number were enrolled in fall 1970. 

According to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to qualify as "Indian,'* students 
must have one-fourth or more Indian blood or be a native of Alaska (Indian, 
Eskimo, and Aleut). However, in the Cherokee- Agency , children with less than 
one-fourth Indian blood enrolled in the tribe may attend Federal schools and 
be included in the count of Indian students. 

In contrast, the Office for Civil Rights includes students considered by 
themselves, by the school, or by the community to be of American Indian 
origin. 



For further information about the data in this report call: 
Robert Davies 963-6670. 
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ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY EDUCATION 



How many Indians are enrolled in elementary-sec< ndary schools in 

the United States? 



266,600 (fall 1970) 

Indian enrollment in elementary and secondary 
schools, by type of control: Fall 1970 



NUMBER OF 
PUPILS 

200,000 



197,100* 
pupils 



150,000 



100,000 



50,000 




PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS 



BIA 
SCHOOLS 



PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 



Vncludes 63,000 pupils nor included in Bureau of fndian Affairs statistics but 
identified as Indians by The Office for Civil Rights, Dept. of HEW 



ERIC 



Sources of Data: (1) Dept. of HEW News Release (HEW-A66) , June 18, 1971. 

(2) Fiscal Year 1971 Sta tistics Concerning Indian 
Education . Bureau of Indian Affairs, Dept. of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C., 1971. 

(3) Equality of Educational Opportunity . Office of 
Education, Dept. of HEW, Washington, D.C., 1966. 

(4) Preliminary data, fall 1970 survey of federally 
funded institutions of higher education. Office 
for Civil Rights, Dept. of HEW, Washington, D.C., 
August 1971, 

^5) Directory of Public Elementary and Secondary Schools 
iw Selected Districts . Fall 1970 . Office for Civil 
9^. Rights, Dept. of HEW, Washington, D.C., 1971. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 



The following data are based on inforr 
conq)iled from compliance reports submi. 
to the Office for Civil Rights, Dept. of 
HEW. Figures on enrollment in federally 
funded institutions of higher education are 
for the 48 contiguous States and D.C. ; 
Alaska and Hawaii were excluded from the 
survey. Also excluded was BIA-run Haskell 
Indian Junior College, Lawrence, Kans. 



How many Indians are in college? 
Full-time students in fall 1970: 



48 contiguous 
States and D.C. 




Five Southwestern 
States: Collf., 
Artz., N. Mex., 
Tex., Okla. 



Total: 29,269 



Total: 13/489 




1,608 



I I Undergraduate 

(•y '"'M Graduate and 
{x*;*;*Xj professional 



10 15 20 

Enrollment (thousands) 



25 



30 



Almost half of total Indian higher education enrollment is found in 
five States: California , Oklahoma , Texas, Arizona , and New Mexico . 

Professional school enrollment in fall 1970 included: 

47 Indian medical students 

21 Indian dental students 

193 Indian law students 

Indian full-time students represented 3.9 percent of the total Indian 
population in 1970^ while white and black full-time students made up 2.9 
I^ercent and 1.7 percent, respectively, of their population groups. The 
short life expectancy of Indians compared with that of whites and blacks 
influences the above percentages. 
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